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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student 
achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Computer Assisted Writing Grant 
Supports High School Language 
Arts Initiatives    
Plainville High School has been awarded a Com-
puter Assisted Writing grant of $51,000. The grant 
proposal was written by Linda Van Wagenen, Di-
rector of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment in 
collaboration with Diane Rich, Plainville High 
School Instructional Leader for Language Arts with 
a goal of improving student achievement and confi-
dence in writing. The grant will fund the purchase of 
30 laptop computers on a cart with a printer, along 
with three-year subscriptions for 80  high school 
students who will pilot the use of artificial intelli-
gence software that provides immediate feedback on 
their writing. Three high school language arts teach-
ers and a special education teacher will pilot the 
software with their classes. 

District Receives State Grant for  
After School Programming   
The Plainville Community Schools After School Pro-
grams, under the direction of Lindsey Matteo, have 
received a two-year, $300,000 State Department of 
Education grant. The grant will provide $150,000 a 
year, for the next two years, to the Middle School of 
Plainville and Frank T. Wheeler Elementary School 
after school programs.  
The funding supports a number of after school pro-
gram enhancements, including expansion of both after 
school programs. The grant also provides the opportu-
nity to more closely align the elementary and middle 
school after school programs with district goals to pro-
mote higher student achievement in English/Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Science through continuous 
improvement. A summer program pilot is also being 
developed, incorporating academic and enrichment 
opportunities for Plainville students.  
 Girls Only Program Gets Grant 

The Girls Only Program at the Middle School of 
Plainville has received a grant from The Women and 
Girls Fund. The $2,000 grant supports the club for 
girls in grades 6-8. The Girls Only Program partici-
pants meet weekly to focus on topics important to 
middle school girls. The club is led by Sue Plourde 
and is a component of the Kids in the Middle, 
(K.I. M.) program at the Middle School. Approxi-
mately 35 middle school girls participate in the club. 

Dr. Smayda is Artist of the Month 
Linden’s Dr. John Smayda has been named South-
ington Library’s January Artist of the Month. John’s 
photography work will be on display at the South-
ington Library located at 255 Main Street in South-
ington, throughout the month of January. 

Wheeler Faculty Featured at  
National Conference 
Wheeler faculty members Tawana Graham-Douglas 
and Reggie McConachie recently served as presenters 
at the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) Regional Conference in Richmond, Virginia. 
Their presentation, entitled, Number Sense-What is it? 
What Does it Look Like? focused on developing num-
ber sense for students in grades k-3, including under-
standing numbers, ways of representing numbers, rela-
tionships among numbers and number systems. The 
hands on workshop provided opportunities to discuss 
number sense and methods to differentiate activities to 
meet the needs of students.  


